
Black Hills Community Theatre Play Reading Series

THE WHALE
by Samuel D. Hunter
directed by Nicolas Christenson

Samuel D. Hunter is an American playwright living in New York City. Hunter 
was born and raised in Moscow, Idaho. He is best known for plays A Bright 
New Boise, which won the 2011 Obie Award for playwriting, and The Whale, 
which won the 2013 Drama Desk Award and the 2013 Lucille Lortel Award for 
Outstanding Play.  

He is a member of New Dramatists, an Ensemble Playwright at Victory 
Gardens, a member of Partial Comfort Productions, and was a 2013 Resident 
Playwright at Arena Stage.  Hunter also was a lead writer for the FX television 
series Baskets, starring Zach Galifianakis.

Join us after The Whale for an open discussion about the play with Dr. Eric 
Clapham.

Dr. Clapham received his Bachelor’s degree in Psychology from the University 
of Arizona and his PhD in Cognitive Neuroscience from the University of 
Nevada and has been working at Black Hills State University since 2011. Dr. 
Clapham is also dedicated to research and his Cognition Lab is currently 
exploring various aspects of visual cognition and perception, including 
investigations of free will and the underpinnings of our choices in daily life.
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The reading and discussion are funded in part by:

Black Hills Community Theatre Play Reading Series

Rapture, Blister, Burn
by Gina gionfriddo

directed by Alexis Evon

Gina Gionfriddo (Playwright) is an award-winning playwright and 
accomplished television writer. Her play Rapture, Blister, Burn was a 
finalist for the 2013 Pulitzer Prize in Drama. The show had a twice-
extended run off-Broadway at Playwrights Horizons and also recently 
had a successful run at the Hampstead Theatre in London. Ms. 
Gionfriddo’s play Becky Shaw was also a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize 
in Drama. She has worked as a writer and producer for Law & Order 
and Law & Order: Criminal Intent, and as a writer for Cold Case. Her 
other TV work includes Borgia and House of Cards. Ms. Gionfriddo is a 
graduate of Barnard College and Brown University’s MFA playwriting 
program. She has taught at Brown University and Providence College.
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