
Black Hills Community Theatre Play Reading Series

THE WHALE
by Samuel D. Hunter
directed by Nicolas Christenson

Samuel D. Hunter is an American playwright living in New York City. Hunter 
was born and raised in Moscow, Idaho. He is best known for plays A Bright 
New Boise, which won the 2011 Obie Award for playwriting, and The Whale, 
which won the 2013 Drama Desk Award and the 2013 Lucille Lortel Award for 
Outstanding Play.  

He is a member of New Dramatists, an Ensemble Playwright at Victory 
Gardens, a member of Partial Comfort Productions, and was a 2013 Resident 
Playwright at Arena Stage.  Hunter also was a lead writer for the FX television 
series Baskets, starring Zach Galifianakis.

Join us after The Whale for an open discussion about the play with Dr. Eric 
Clapham.

Dr. Clapham received his Bachelor’s degree in Psychology from the University 
of Arizona and his PhD in Cognitive Neuroscience from the University of 
Nevada and has been working at Black Hills State University since 2011. Dr. 
Clapham is also dedicated to research and his Cognition Lab is currently 
exploring various aspects of visual cognition and perception, including 
investigations of free will and the underpinnings of our choices in daily life.
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The reading and discussion are funded in part by:

Black Hills Community Theatre Play Reading Series

These shining lives
by Melanie Marnich

directed by Holly Godber

Melanie Marnich was a co-producer of the hit HBO series “Big Love.” 
Her play, A SLEEPING COUNTRY, was awarded the Kaplan New 
American Play Prize and World Premiere at the Cincinnati Playhouse. 
She has been awarded two McKnight Advancement Grants and two 
Jerome Fellowships from The Playwrights’ Center, the Samuel Goldwyn 
Award, an Ohio Arts Council Grant, the Otis Guernsey New Voices 
Playwriting Award, and the Melvoin Award from Northlight Theatre 
(Chicago). She is a Core Member of The Playwrights’ Center and a 
member of New Dramatists.
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Producers’ Club 
$2000 and up
Black Hills Energy
Black Hills Orthopedic and Spine Center
Todd and Julie Brink
Forest Products Distributors
Homeslice Media Group
RCS Constuction

Stars’ Club 
$1000-$1999

Senator Stanford Adelstein (Ret.) 
and Mrs. Lynda Clark Adelstein

Black Hills Community Bank
Courtesy Subarau

Dr. Dick and Nancy Gowen
Sage Studios

David E. and Laurie J. Schaefer
Scull Construction

Security First Bank

Supporting Casts’ Club 
$500-$999
Architecture, Inc
Black Hills Federal Credit Union
BMS Financial Advisors
Edward Jones-Hal Bailey Financial Advisor
First Interstate Bank
Johnson, Eiesland and Rohl Trial Lawyers
Kahler Financial
Pioneer Bank and Trust
Rensch Law Firm
The Market
Westshills Village

Stagehands’ Club
$250-$499

Pokorny Chiropractic Clinics
Wilson Park Dental

Sustaining Advertiser
$150-$250

Stec’s Advertising

2020-2021 Season Sponsors

Upcoming Online Productions:

April:
Cherry Street Players: Check Please

Well Done Players: The Ladies of 
Harmony

May: 
Play Reading Series: Rapture, 
Blister, Burn
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